
Hello JDAL Families, 

We have a wonderful opportunity to view a series of documentaries/performances regarding 
displacement and immigration. We will have sign up sheets for students to attend during the school 
day if the times outside of school hours do not work. Each film can be used as research for projects or 
for life long learning activities. Parents are welcome! 

Please read below to learn more; let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thanks! 

Ms. Molly 

 

        Displacement and Immigration: 

Through a Different Lens 
 

According to the UN High Commission on Refugees, we are now witnessing the highest levels of 
displacement on record. Over 33,000 people are forced to flee their homes daily so that there are over 
65 million forcibly displaced people worldwide. This displacement has important ramifications both 
globally and locally, in particular in the form of immigration. Our program designed for 7th-9th graders, 
will explore this issue through the visual and theatrical arts paying special attention on how 
displacement and immigration have affected N.E. Wisconsin and the changing nature of our 
demographics. Through a generous grant from the Wisconsin Humanities Council we will be 
screening three films and hosting a one-act theater performance at the Neville Public Museum for 
area students. Each event will be hosted by a faculty member from UW-Green Bay who will lead a 
discussion and answer questions afterwards. In conjunction with the Green Bay Film Society, we will 
hold a second evening performance for the general public, with the hopes that parents will attend in 
order to continue the conversation at home with their children. We are creating a website for our 
project (www.uwgb.edu/wisconsin-humanities) with additional information, links and teaching 
suggestions for this topic. All events are free thanks to the support from our sponsors. For more 
information, contact David Coury (couryd@uwgb.edu)  

Salam Neighbor (USA, 2015)  
To better understand refugee life, filmmaker Chris Temple spent one month living alongside displaced 
Syrian and Iraqi families in the Za’atari refugee camp. As the first filmmakers allowed inside a refugee 
camp, he was able to provide a never before seen look into the world’s most pressing crisis.  
 
Feb 14 at 12:30pm Filmmaker Chris Temple will join us via Skype! 
Feb 15 at 7:00pm   

http://www.uwgb.edu/wisconsin-humanities
mailto:couryd@uwgb.edu


The Mitzvah Project 
Through one soldier's story, this one-act play reveals the startling history of tens of thousands of 
"partial Jews" who served in Hitler's military, most of whom were discharged in 1940. Nearly all were 
sent to forced labor camps — or worse. The short play is followed by a talk back with its actor/star 
engaging in socio-historical questions about identity, race and ethnicity. 

March 27 at 7:00pm at St Norbert College’s Birder Hall 
March 29 at 12:30pm  

Becoming American (USA, 1982) 
Hang Sou and his family await resettlement in a refugee camp in Thailand after fleeing their war-
consumed native Laos. Becoming American records their odyssey as they travel to and resettle in the 
United States. As they face nine months of culture shock and prejudice, they gradually adapt to their 
new home in Seattle. Presented by Prof. Pao Lor and Prof. Christin DePouw (Education, UW-Green 
Bay) 

April 18 at 12:30pm  
April 19 at 7:00pm 

Inocente (USA, 2012) 
At 15, Inocente refuses to let her dreams of becoming an artist be caged by her life as an 
undocumented immigrant and homeless for the last nine years. Her colorful paintings create a world 
that looks nothing like her own dark past.  Told in her own words, Inocente is a story about the 
transformative power of art and a timely snapshot of the new face of homelessness in America. 
Presented by Prof. Cristina Ortiz (Spanish, UW-Green Bay) 

May 9 at 12:30pm 
May 10 at 7:00pm 
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The mission of John Dewey Academy of Learning is to provide students with a rigorous project based curriculum 
and a safe, caring community in which to learn. By developing the whole person--academically, personally, and 
professionally--JDAL will assist students in reaching their full potential. 
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